
Pittenweem – then and now

With its working 
harbour and 
welcoming shops, 
cafés and art galleries 
Pittenweem embodies 
all the charm, history 
and character of the 
East Neuk. The name 
‘Pittenweem’ is Pictish 
and means ‘the place 
of the cave’ – St Fillan’s 
cave on Cove Wynd, 
which takes its name 
from the legend that St 
Fillan lived there  
in the seventh century 

while preaching Christianity to the Picts. It became a place 
of pilgrimage in medieval times and was later used by 
smugglers. You can still visit it today.

Pittenweem became a Royal Burgh in 1541. Many of its 
attractive houses with their red pantile roofs and Dutch-
style façades reflect the lucrative trade the village once  
had with the Low Countries. The fishermen’s cottages  
along the shore are linked to the High Street above by a 
series of picturesque wynds with spectacular views over  
the Firth of Forth to the Bass Rock and May Island.

Pittenweem remains the busiest fishing port on this part 
of the coast, hauling catches of crab, lobster and prawns. 
Its pearlescent light, narrow wynds and historic harbour 
make Pittenweem a magnet for artists and it hosts a 
thriving arts festival every August. The Fife Coastal Path 
runs through the village, and whatever your interests  
— walking, photography, local history, art, good food,  
or just watching the fishing boats come in – you’ll find 
something here to enjoy.

Thank you to our sponsors

Cocoa Tree Café & Pittenweem Chocolate Co.  —  
Independent artisan chocolatier and café. Menu all day, 
10—5. Dog friendly.

The Dory Bistro & Gallery — Seafood restaurant serving 
lunch and dinner with Scottish artists' work for sale.

FMA Shop and Holiday Flats — for all your chandlery 
requirements, jackets, clothes, home goods and holiday 
rental.

The Ice Cream Shop — Traditional sweet shop selling 
Jannetta’s award-winning ice cream and 200 varieties of 
sweets.

The Little Gallery — Antiques, paintings, rustica. Open 
Friday to Monday.

One Market Place — Greeting card shop with print and 
copy service. Find online at onemarketplace.scot

Pittenweem Fish Bar — Open Tuesday to Sunday. 
Traditional fish and chips. Sunday papers and rolls.

Pittenweem Hub — Pharmacy, general shop and Post 
Office. Visit www.pittenweemhub.com for opening hours.

The Pop In — Antiques, art, curios, vintage clothing and 
other interesting items for sale. Open Tuesday to Sunday.

Weem Gallery & Framer — Paintings, prints, ceramics, 
glass, sculpture and jewellery.

West End Bar — Cosy village pub with sunny beer garden 
serving local real ale and home-cooked food.

The Woolly Brew — Yarns, patterns, accessories and 
workshops. Buy online at thewoollybrew.co.uk.
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What to see and do

p St Fillan’s Cave
[ Harbour
] Fishermen's Memorial
A Outdoor Pool
S Crazy Golf
D Bowling & Tennis
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Key to symbols

 Playpark
	Public	access	defibrillator
 Recycling bins
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